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The Basel Convention categorizes hazardous wastes tb control their

transboundary movement and ensure their environmentally sound
management. The classification is based on the type, source, and
hazardous characteristics of the waste. Below are the key categories:

1. Waste Categories (Annex I)

This list includes wastes considered hazardous due to their chemical,
biological, or physical properties:

Annex I: Hazardous Waste Categories (List A)

These wastes require strict regulation and include:

Y1: Clinical wastes from medical care.

Y2: Wastes from animal and vegetable production.

Y3: Pharmaceutical waste.

Y4: Wastes from pesticide production and use.

Y9: Waste mineral oils.

Y12: Paints, inks, and dyes.

Y17: Wastes containing heavy metals such as mercury, cadmium,
or lead.

Annex IX: Non-Hazardous Waste Categories (List B)

These are wastes that are generally non-hazardous if managed
properly, including :Glass .Uncontaminated plastics .Scrap metal.

2. Hazardous Characteristics (Annex IIT)

Hazardous wastes are identified based on their properties:
H1: Explosive.
H3: Flammable.

4: Irritant.

H6: Toxic.
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H8: Corrosive.

H10: Toxic for reproduction.

H11: Carcinogenic. Y
H12: Releases toxic gases when in contact with air or water.

H13: Capable of bioaccumulation and causing long-term

environmental harm.

3. Additional Lists

Annex II: Details wastes requiring special consideration for
transboundary movement.

Annex VIII: Specifies wastes presumed to always be hazardous,
such as those containing asbestos or solvents.

Objective of the Classification

1. Minimize risks to human health and the environment from

hazardous waste.

2. Encourage sustainable waste management and reduce overall

waste production.
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